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Dear Friend,

This is a year none of us will ever forget.

Up until March, we were operating at full bore: stewarding 2,400+ acres
and 7 creeks with the help of thousands of volunteers, and expanding
partnerships with local colleges and the San Jose Conservation Corps to
provide more field science education and training to young adults.

Then came spring. To continue advancing our mission through a
pandemic, we put our volunteer events on pause, temporarily moved
our educational programs online, and found new ways to safely connect
people to nature.

We also completed a strategic planning process that will guide our path
forward. Our top priorities? Deepening the experiences of our volunteers,
and building a more socially diverse stewardship community. While

O U R M I ss I 0 N - we determined these priorities early in the year, recent events have

underscored their urgency and compelled us to act swiftly.

T0 engage a nd . We have adapted our outdoor youth programs—now in higher demand
, - than ever—to serve small groups using new safety protocols. We have
educate the puU blic . created naturalist education opportunities that reflect an expanded
- definition of the outdoors, from neighborhood streets to backyards
to restore local - and parks. And we are re-evaluating how to meaningfully engage young

people with less access to the outdoors.

ecosystems.

This year, we have all had a taste of what disconnection feels like. The
distress so many of us have experienced due to prolonged periods of
sheltering in place helps us more fully appreciate our basic human need
to stay connected to nature and to each other.

O U R VI s I O N Grassroots Ecology is here to honor and leverage the human need for

©connection by bringing people together to appreciate and restore our
- - local environment. As we look to the future, we reaffirm our commitment
Vi bra ﬂt, h €d |thy : towork collaboratively with the public to strengthen ecosystems,
advance and apply scientific knowledge, and empower people to make a
difference.

lands and human

communities that These are tough times, but each day we choose to respond with hope
- and action. We are deeply grateful for your enduring support.

sustain one another
and are resilientina  Incommuniy,

changing world. ét*é;;ggﬁznfsz;

Alex Von Feldt
Executive Director



‘Even in tough times, our restoration projects
- continue to help nature and community bloom.

-, BY THENUMBERS, 2019-20

‘II.'- -

1,200 outdoor O 7 creeks tested monthly

education participants for water quality

% ; 5,,000 volunteers % 2,425 acres stewarded

: A% ..;-." ey ’ BN A R
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’ P pfar>y Pg 2,025 indoor 29,200 piants grown
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N 0 i:‘—f‘{i" =GN education participants at our nursery

2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT 1




“Your collaboration has helped provide not only work experience but also I |fE'Cha ngl ng
experiences to our Corpsmembers. With your leadership and guidance, we are growing the next
generation of community-engaged citizens together.”

—Dorsey Moore, Executive Director, San Jose Conservation Corps

We worked with over 60 San Jose Conservation Corps members—including recent high school grads and those working toward their GED—
to provide education and work experience in sustainable land management.

“While I've discussed the negative impacts of
dams on riparian ecosystems with my students,

this experience was more | m pa thu I
than anything | could have taught them in the
classroom!”

—Costanza Rampini, Ph.D, San Jose State University

DeAnza Community College students examine creek invertebrates
and learn about their sensitivity to pollution. This was one of 11
college classes that took part in our field trips along Stevens Creek
at McClellan Ranch Preserve.
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“I am left without words

to express thejOy

| feel to have witnessed
the immediate positive
impact this outing had

on our families.”

—Gloria Cahuich Gonzalez,
San Mateo County Health

Our Naturalist Walks and Talks
and Exploring Nature Near You
virtual program helped people
discover the wonders and
workings of nature in settings
ranging from their local parks
to their own back yards.

“Stulsaft Stewards means having
a break from everything and
enjoying the environment and

friends around me.”

—Ismael, Youth Steward

Record numbers of students showed up for
our Youth Stewards program at Stulsaft
Park in Redwood City—as many as 46 per
day! Though we had to shorten our spring
session due to COVID, the program will
return in 2020-21 for small groups.
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ourvisioN oF GRASSROOTS
STEWARDSHIP

A steward is someone who learns about, cares for, protects, or
advocates for nature.

We believe that our most significant long-term impact B Increase the quality and depth of steward
is to inspire people to become lifelong stewards of engagement

nature, and that building human capacity is the most
effective way to create healthy local ecosystems.
That is why our strategic plan for 2020-2023 lays the ®  Improve local ecosystem health in new geographic
groundwork for us to: areas of San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties

B Bring stewardship opportunities to new audiences

Stewards help beneficial plants flourish within a roadside bioswale at Cooley Landing in East Palo Alto.
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Diversity, equity, and inclusion are foundational to
our mission because we believe that:

B Real environmental change is only possible through
everyone's involvement

B Environmental knowledge and stewardship can be
a catalyst for social change

®  Nature is all around us, and there are many ways to
enjoy and protect it

m  Connecting to nature is an essential part of healthy
lives and human communities

All people
have the right and
responsibility to be
stewards of their
local lands, waters,
and communities.

AROUND US

This young steward is helping us restore
creekside habitat in downtown Redwood City.

We recognize that historical oppression and ongoing
social injustice impact all aspects of our lives, including
access to the outdoors and meaningful engagement
with nature. Grassroots Ecology is committed to our
role in addressing the barriers and inequities that
exclude people from environmental activities.

As a part of this commitment, we will allocate at least
30% of our funds and staff time to communities with
less access to nature or environmental education
because of economic inequity, historic marginalization,
or displacement.
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ON THE GROUND

_IMPAC1

The data we collect is bearing out the importance of our stewardship
work, from habitat restoration to creek monitoring. Following are
several key findings from different sites.

= Hawthorns, Portola Valley: 86% decrease in average
density of invasive yellow starthistle from 2017 to 2019
following timed mowing and hand pulling

Redwood Creek, Redwood City: 50+ insect and
pollinator species utilizing our restoration area

Above: Sweat bee (Halictus sp.), a

pollinator of California poppy, is one Stevens Creek, Cupertino: 30 families of benthic
of over 50 insect species utilizing our . .

Redwood Creek restoration ared in macroinvertebrates documented in-stream to track
downtown Redwood City. creek health
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REVENUE SOURCES EXPENSES

CItY CONEFACES c.oovoocerecirres s $538,212 PrOZIamMS.......oovviioioiiciiresscsicerssss s $1,430,700

GOVErNMENT AZENCIES......coccooeeocerceseeesees e $509,298 FUNAFQISING ....oooccee e $179,656

INAIVIAUAI DONGLIONS ... eeeseseeee $285,975 AMUNISEEATION oo essssssseeee $95,527

(oYUl aTo =TT a I CTE= ] a3 $184,000 Total Expenses $1,705,883

Corporate CoONtribULIONS ..., $106,738 )

Nursery Sales and SENVICe ... $95,290 Change in Net Assets $28,179

Program Fees, Other ... $14,549 BALANCE SHEET

Total Revenue...... $1,734,062 AASSEES......oeeeeeeeeeesee e $923,038
[N E=Y o111 =TSO0 $263,076
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets $87,000
Unrestricted Net Assets $572,962

W City Contracts
Government Agencies

M Individual Donations

B Foundation Grants
Corporate Contributions

Programs
B Fundraising
B Administration
M Nursery Sales and Service
B Program Fees, Other

“We've had the oﬁpo lo-
concrete work to irﬁprove our local
environment, associated with a high o
quality-project that will have a lasting.and
positive effect on the localwatersh "

=

— Michael Milliken, Donor/Voltnteer
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We could not have weathered this turbulent year without the

generosity of our many funders. Thanks for helping us persevere

in our mission through tough times.

$100,000+
City of Palo Alto

The William, Jeff and
Jennifer Gross Family
Foundation

J. Vance Huckins Fund of
the Tides Foundation

Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District

The David & Lucile
Packard Foundation

Valley Water

$50,000 - $99,999

California State Coastal
Conservancy

City of Cupertino

City of Los Altos

Santa Clara County
Town of Los Altos Hills

$25,000 - $49,999
City of East Palo Alto
Google

Franklin and Catherine
Johnson Foundation

Morgan Family
Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Adobe Foundation

City of Menlo Park

Jerre Hitz

Anne Hoge and
Michael Milliken

Tabitha Jordan and
Adam Weissman

LaureL Foundation
Patagonia
Redwood Serenity Fund

San Francisco Estuary
Project

San Francisquito Creek
Joint Powers Authority

Tim and Evita Twerdahl
Bart and Nancy Westcott

$5,000 - $9,999
Apple
City of Redwood City

Lucille Glassman and
Phillip Harter

Kit Gordon and
Tony Alvarez

Noble and Lorraine
Hancock

One Tree Planted

Stanford Real Estate
Office

Town of Portola Valley

Sarah and Dan
Wernikoff

$2,000 - $4,999
AppLovin

Clif Bar Family
Foundation

Erin Craig and
Richard Dvorak

Tammy and Bill Crown
Andy Fenselau

Fremont Bank
Foundation

Friends of Stevens
Creek Trail

La Entrada School

Los Altos Community
Foundation

Maryann Moise
Steve Monosson
Kyler Murlas

Fred and Kris Nichols

San Mateo County
Office of Sustainability

James Schmidt and
Kristen Williams

Gene Schulstad

Elizabeth Schwerer and
Kingston Duffie

Colleen and Geoff Tate

Joan Ferguson and
Craig Uhrich
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Woodside Atherton
Garden Club

Woodside Priory School
Anonymous

$1,000 - $1,999
23 and Me

Kathleen Bennett and
Thomas Malloy

William Christensen

Leland Collins and
Yoriko Kishimoto

Susan Dunn

Doug Kent and
Claire Elliott

Lyn Elliott

Faegre Baker Daniels
LLP

Mary Hufty and
Daniel Alegria

Impossible Foods
Richard Izmirian
Lipman Family

Tor and Nancy Lund
Peter Neal

Oracle

St. Simon Church
Symantec

Japjit Tulsi

Dieter and Susan Walz

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich
& Rosati Foundation

Anonymous

$500 - $999
Adobe Inc.
Annual Reviews
Linda Beyce

Sue Brown and
Bill Hamburgen

Joyce Chung
David Cooper

Linda Gass and
Rob Steiner

David Golob

Laura Gottsman and
Jon Kessler

William and Nancy
Grove

HandsOn Bay Area
Savanna Hung

Peter and Sue
LaTourrette

Pat Showalter and
Steve Longcor

Michelle Mann and
Eric Schmidt

Netflix

Adrian Power

Helen and Dan Quinn
William Reller

Lisa & Dennis Schofield
Margo Sensenbrenner

David Smernoff and
Cindy Russell

Tableau Software
Tammy and Mike Taylor
Jennifer Tsai

Alex and Randy
Von Feldt

Woodside High School
Green Academy

Jennifer and Bill Youstra
Linda and Harvey Ziff

$250 - $499
Gary and Sharrie Bailey
Junko and Kevin Bryant

Charles Armstrong
School

Cisco

Trisha and George
Clifford

Melanie and Peter Cross

Dennis DeBroeck and
Nancy Heinen

Gerald Dischler
Linda and Jerry Elkind
Barbara Erny

Anne Feldhusen

Marilynn Gallaway
Hilary and Hayley Gans
Robin Geiman

Paul Hammes

Gary Hedden
Hillbrook School

Ken and Lindsay Joye
Gary Kremen

Gabriel Kronstadt
Valerie Matonis
Nancy McClenny
Linda and John
Nightingale

Mark Ostrau
Peninsula School
Deborah Rose, M.D.
Sacred Heart Schools
Sequoia High School
Peter Sass

Eve Schooler and
Bob Felderman

Susan Stansbury
Adrienne Sussman
Trinity School
Walter Hays School
Anonymous (3)

$100 - $249
Chantal Akerib

Archbishop Mitty
High School

MaryLynne Bainbridge
David Beaver and
Renee Courington
Mary Bernstein

Lian Bi

Phil and Mary Bobel
Jane Bourne

Scott Brenneman
Sukey Bryan

Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative

Drs. Linda and James
Clever



“I've always been impressed by the
fact that all the staff take the time to
really get to know the volunteers. |
feel that they have become friends
and mentors, not just people who
organize the workdays.”

—Emma Nixon, Youth Steward

Michael Closson
Betsy Cregger
Joan Dudney
Marsha Duro
Jean Eastman
Sharon Erickson

The Girls’ Middle
School

Jeff Greenfield &
Marilyn Keller

Kate Grinevskaja
John Gurley
Thomas Hansen
Sheryl Heckmann
Paul Heiple

Ross Heitkamp
Chris Hlavka
Sarah Huq
Amine Khechfe
Joel Lachter and
Jill Ludwig

Karen and John Lemes
Nicole Loomis
Ami Malaviya

Vicki Martell &
John Crowell

Mary Munter
Judith and Robert
Murphy

National Charity

League, Orchard Valley
Chapter Class of 2025

Robert and Nancy Neff
Claudia Newbold
Everett Palmer

Ying Peng

Penny Pollock

Lennie Roberts

George Salah

Ruth and Edwin
Satterthwaite

Rich Schwerin and
Julie Weiss

Jeff Segall and Jun He
John Seyfarth

Tracy Sherman

Jo Smernoff

Lisa Smernoff

David Spooner
Peter Squire
Madeleine Stovel
Jane and Paul Taylor
Arnold Thompson
Sara and Joshua To

Timothy and Sally
Tomlinson

Chris and Bob Vale
Don Weden

Fred Wilburn
Laurie and Jay Witt
Jeffery Wong
Barbara Zotz
Anonymous (2)

UP TO $99

Ann Akey

Laura Banks
Greg Bettencourt
Beto Bracho
James Brady
Michael Burnett
Thomas Carlino
Robin Chen
Dennis Clark
Tyler Compton
Stacey Dixon
Jonothan Fisher
Katharine Gentzkow
Cynthia Giesing
Jean Gould
Stephen Haas

Katherine Haffner
Zoccatelli

Kay and Walt Hays
Freda Hofland
Edith Keating
Mary Klein

Nancy Leech
Joslyn Leve
Shin-Shyan Lin

Heidi McFarland
Jeremy Merckling
Veronique Merckling
Sam Murch

Anne Ng

Jordan Payne
Marguerite Pelose
Lance Powell

Kyra Purvis

Doug and Erin Rieck
Christine Rosche
Denise Sacks

Gabe Songerwala
Ulrike Sujansky
Synopsys Inc.
Zacharias Thompson
Ellen and Mike Turbow
John Vahlberg

Analiza and Pedro
Valbuena

Scott Watson
Christine Welter
Laurie Winslow
John Young
Anonymous (5)

IN-KIND DONORS

Steve and Shelley
Brown

Doug Kent and
Claire Elliott

PERENNIAL FRIENDS
Chantal Akerib

Scott Brenneman
David Cooper

Marsha Duro

John Gurley

Stephen Haas

Paul Heiple

Doug Kent and
Claire Elliott

Heidi McFarland
Peter Neal
Jordan Payne
Penny Pollock

David Smernoff and
Cindy Russell

Madeleine Stovel
Adrienne Sussman
Jennifer Tsai
Laurie and Jay Witt

We have made every effort to ensure that our donor list is complete and accurate.
Please notify us of any errors or omissions at emily@grassrootsecology.org.
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BOARD MEMBERS
David Smernoff,
Board President

Jerry Hearn,
Board Vice President

Kit Gordon,
Board Secretary

Bart Westcott,
Board Treasurer

Andy Fenselau
Lucille Glassman
Japjit Tulsi

kickstarted my love of na

and launched my careerin thi

—Michael Viramontes, River & Lands "

Conservancy

STAFF 2019-20

Alex Von Feldt
Junko Bryant
Christina Blebea
Fran Callan

Melisa Cambron
Perez

Rachel Clemons

Hannah
Cunningham

Kate Dolkas
Claire Elliott
Deanna Giuliano
Claire Grist

Dani Hanson
Nikki Hanson

Paul Heiple,
Staff Emeritus

Devon Jackson

Talia Kirschner
Valerie Lee
Jeremy Merckling
Nina Orellana
Shelley Pneh
Emily Repech
Kathleen Tarlow
Kristen Williams
Sara Witt

3921 East Bayshore Road, Palo Alto, California 94303 | grassrootsecology.org | info@grassrootsecology.org

Grassroots Ecology is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax ID: 81-3707643). Donate at grassrootsecology.org/donate

AMERICORPS MEMBERS

Emily Sharp
Haley Sutton
Ethan Rayner
Siena Watson
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